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Did you know?

The whole of the Pier except for the Northern Pavilion was destroyed by a fire on the 10th September 1933. 
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UNACCOUNTABLE GAP BEFORE BRIGADE |
! WAS NOTIFIED

L Had it not been for the fact that the wind was in a favourable
| quarter, the fire which destroyed the Southern Pavilion and the end of
| the Pier on Sunday, doing 210,000 worth of damage, might have been
! far more serious.
 The alarm was given at 3.40 p.m., and the deck only was then
| allight, but the flames, fanned by a strong wind, spread so rapidly that
Southern Pavilion was involved and was actually razed to the decks
| In about an hour. 3
Chief Officer H. d. Jones, of the Worthing Fire Brigadl,
and the police discount any suggestion of incendiarism. The
authorities are satisfied that the probable cause of the fire was.
a dropped lighted cigarette end which became wedged between
the planking of the Pier.
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| human —chair
i1 down tho iron steps of the Pler

& the sca, and buckets of water wer
passed along and flung on to the

| deeking.

(oS0 efforts were in vatn, Fororer,
. o fire repidly gained {e usper
Dand. Before long the Pavillon vas
an inferno, with glass eracking in all
directions with a noise lie a machino
gun. Trolleys and even a moior car
were run up the Pier and the salvaged
goods from the Pavilion were moved
back to give the firemen a froer hazd.

Attack from Below,
Water was freely pleyed on to the

flames from but seemingly with
Litle effect, and snother line vas run

far moro

ihe town, in Case of another outbreak
such 8s'a gruss fire, the Brighton
Brigade was summonad,

‘They quickly responded and_thou-
sands of people lining the front,





Reports of the fire appeared in both national and local newspapers. 
Activity 1:  Read the report of the fire printed in the Worthing Herald on the 16th September 1933? Use the information in the report to answer the following questions.
· What do Fire Investigators believe started the fire of 1933?

· Where on the Pier did the fire start?

· Why did the fire spread and destroy most of the Pier?

· In the Pier fire of 1933 nobody was killed or badly injured. What conditions do Investigators believe stopped the fire spreading rapidly and threatening human life?
Activity 2:  Could the pier fire of 1933 have been avoided?
You are a member of the Fire Safety Team. Read the newspaper report and recommend 6 actions that would prevent this accident ever happening again?
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DELAY IN CALLING
THE BRIGADE
BUILDING WELL ALIGHT

. BEFORE IT WAS SUMMONED

| INCENDIARISM DISCOUNTED AS
THE CAUSE

|
|
t Tho point in connection with the

fire which hes been the subject of

The following story of the fire is
recorded by two “ Worthing Horald

Teporters who were on the seene within
2 few minutes of the outbreak being
roticed. With other willing helpers
thoy assisted n’ furniture
and other articles from the burning
building,” and under the_direction of
the Onief Officer of the brigade,
helped in ripping up the decking of
the pier to prevent the fire spreading.

DECKS WATERED EVERY DAY
PIERMASTER'S PRECAUTIONS IN
VAIN

Despite the precautions of the Pier-

weather, {he Fier
caught fire In_the
south-cast corner,
underneain the
seals,  and  th
flames quickly
txavelled along un- |
| €l o Jargo arca was
B elisht.
The fire was

et e ek TS CEINES BRI
sixty fect high a times, and Yolumes
of smoke, saw the Brighton Brigade
mike a smart appearance. They ran
out a third line of hose from the front
and vont_to the asisiance of the
Wortiing Brigade.
Deck Ripped Up.

Despito all their efforts, the fire con.
tnted to rage ferecly” and civian |
helpers srmed with picks were dirccted
o fear up the decking, leaving only &
bridge between the southemn section
and the main Pior, Which could be
soelted if the danger increased

‘Tho combined. cfforts of the firemen |
began Lo have an effect, however, and |
in about an hour the fre had assumed |
less dangorous proportions, and {here
Was no risk of it opreading.

e was another 16tz befre to fre
was properly extinguished, but long
before thet the firemen had to b |
whdrayn from, undomeath the P
owing o the danger from buming |
brands falling down upon them. " 1 |
addition they had to exercise considar-
able care in walking about the top
deck, perts of which wero half bumed
through.

Fal Through esk,
A young helper, Ronald Clark, of
Domlortrind, forbing,
ok luta g et 5o 15
oot son. a1 v
Tcky to” cicape “fuene A boss

B

chiefly under the

picked him up and put him back
e e S ISR
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was caused by a
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surface of the decking,
Many people were seated about the
end of the Pior, some taking tea at
the Pavilion, and all ran for safety

|88 dense cloids of smoke bogan £ rise | Leul0, 500
from beneath them. *’”

elvvorke.
Meanvwhile, ~ holiday-makers 3
other aipets, some Witk wer tonma

around their mouths, rushed into the
Southern Pavilion and Salvaged B,
instruments, & grand_plano—one of |
e less of Which had to bo ripped off
10 et it out—plush scats, tables, cairs















Activity 9 - Could the Great Fire that destroyed Worthing Pier in 1933 have been avoided?
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Activity 3: Avoiding a fire on the Pier in the future





Write a report for Worthing Borough Council members listing the actions that should be taken and by whom to prevent this event ever happening again in the future 








