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Activity 9 - Could the Great Fire that destroyed Worthing
Pier in 1933 have been avoided?

Did you know?

The whole of the Pier except for the Northern Pavilion was destroyed by a fire on the 10th
September 1933.

Reports of the fire appeared in both national and local newspapers.

Activity 1: Read the report of the fire printed in the Worthing Herald on the 16" September
19337 Use the information in the report to answer the following questions.

What do Fire Investigators believe started the fire of 19337

Where on the Pier did the fire start?

Why did the fire spread and destroy most of the Pier?

In the Pier fire of 1933 nobody was killed or badly injured. What conditions do Investigators
believe stopped the fire spreading rapidly and threatening human life?

Activity 2: Could the pier fire of 1933 have been avoided?

You are a member of the Fire Safety Team. Read the newspaper report and recommend 6
actions that would prevent this accident ever happening again?

Action 1

Action 6 Action 2

Action 5 Action 3

Action 4
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Activity 3: Avoiding a fire on the Pier in the future
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Write a report for Worthing Borough Council members listing the actions
that should be taken and by whom to prevent this event ever happening
again in the future
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| £10,000 PIER BLAZE MIGHT
HAVE BEEN WORSE

Wind Fortunately in a Favourable
Direction
UNACCOUNTABLE GAP BEFORE BRIGADE
WAS NOTIFIED

| Had it not been for the fact that the wind was In a favourable
quarter, the fire which destroyed the Southern Pavilion and the end of
the Pier on Sunday, doing £10,000 worth of damage, might have been

far more serious.

. In about an hour.

the planking of the Pier.

below the decking of the Pier.

; W;,r'r\'z-uns Herol

The alarm was given at 3.40 p.m,, and the deck only was then
 alight, but the flames, fanned by a strong wind, spread so rapidly that |
the Southern Pavilion was involved and was

Chief Officer H, J. Jones, of the Worthing Fire Brigade,
I and the police discount any suggestion of incendiarism. |
authorities are satisfied that the probable cause of the fire was |
a dropped lighted cigarette end which became wedged between |
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actually razed to the decks
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THE BRIGADE
BUILDING WELL ALIGHT
BEFORE IT WAS SUMMONED

INCENDIARISM DISCOUNTED AS
; THE CAUSE :
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reporters who were on the scene within
a few minutes of the outhreak being
roticed. With other willing helpers
they assisted In
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DECKS WATERED EVERY DAY
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cotld be played on to the flames

' Meanwhile & hwman chan was
formed down the iron steps of the Pier
tu the sca, end buckets of water were
passed along and flung on to the
These efforts were in Tain, however,

and the fire repidly gamed ihe usper
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They quickly responded and thou-

| sands of people lining the fronf, at-
This theory Is borne out by the fact that the fire actually started |

Gracied oy the shiooting flames nearly
gt;y feet high at times, and volumes

| make & smart appeorance. They ran

in the
he was

A boat
up and put him back |
Fier arain. whers ha ra. |




